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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE NSW HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
This is your introduction to the HSC and the many options now available to you. More information is contained in the following Board of Studies publication, Studying for the New South Wales Higher School Certificate and the Board of Studies web site, www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au.

The Higher School Certificate provides opportunities at university and TAFE, it offers you a full range of study areas matching individual abilities, interests and goals. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses will count towards the HSC and will also lead to qualifications recognised across a range of industries.

If you meet the minimum standard expected in a course you will receive a mark of 50. If you have a higher standard of performance you will receive a higher mark.

For each course you will receive easy-to-understand reports, which contain much more information. These reports provide clearer indications of what you have demonstrated you know, understand and can do in each course.

Most courses offered for the Higher School Certificate have a value of two units comprising of a Preliminary and a HSC component. Successful completion of the Preliminary component upon certification of the Principal results in Preliminary Record of Achievement and is a pre-requisite for entry to a HSC course. The study of a HSC course will not commence before the completion of the Preliminary course.

An extension course implies an additional 60 hours in the HSC year, making it a total of 180 hours of study in that course in Year 12. Extension courses are only available in English, Mathematics, Ancient History and some Languages Other Than English.

TYPES OF COURSES

Board Developed Courses (BDC)

The Board of Studies (BOS) develops these courses. There is a syllabus for each which contains:

· Course objectives, structure, content and outcomes;

· Specific course requirements;

· Assessment requirements;

· Sample examination papers and marking guidelines;

· The Performance Scale (except for VET courses)

All students entered for the HSC who are studying these courses are examined externally at the end of the HSC course and can count towards the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).

Board Endorsed Courses (BEC)
There are two main types of Board Endorsed Courses: The syllabuses and assessment procedures for these courses are either prepared by the Board or designed by the school and are approved by the Board of Studies.

· CONTENT ENDORSED COURSES (CEC)

These courses have syllabi endorsed by the Board of Studies to cater for the areas of special interest not covered in the Board Developed Course. Most HSC VET courses delivered by TAFE are CEC’s.

· SCHOOL DESIGNED COURSES (SCD)

Schools have the opportunity to design special courses to meet student needs. These courses must be approved by the BOS. Once approval has been granted schools offer selected courses to senior students as part of the HSC. 

There are no external examinations for any CEC or SCD, but all Board Endorsed Courses count towards the HSC and appear on your record of achievement.

Board Endorsed Courses do not count towards the calculation of the ATAR.

Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses (i)Board Developed or ii) TAFE Delivered)
i) Board Developed

VET courses are offered as part of the HSC. They enable students to study courses, which are relevant to industry needs and have clear links to post-school destinations. They also allow students the opportunity to gain HSC qualifications and accreditation with industry and the workplace as part of the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF).

The national framework is recognised across Australia and helps students to move easily between the various education and training sectors and employment. These courses each have a specific component and a minimum number of hours students spend in the workplace or simulated workplace at school. Students receive special documentation showing the competencies gained. Schools can deliver some of these courses, while TAFE or other providers will deliver others.

Each student who chooses to study a vet course has to undertake mandatory work placement. This provides students with the opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge in the real world.

Students selecting to study 2 units of Information Technology, Hospitality – Kitchen Operations, Business Services – Office Administration or Retail (240 hrs)  for the Higher School Certificate have the opportunity to sit for an exam at the end of the course set by the NSW Board of Studies. Marks from this exam can then count towards their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) if they are considering tertiary studies at university. Students may study more than one VET course, however they can only include one of these VET courses as part of their 10 units for calculation of the ATAR.

ii) TAFE Delivered VET Courses TVET / Other Providers

A large number of courses are available for students to study at TAFE campuses and other providers.

Open High School Courses

When there is insufficient demand for a particular Board course at the school. Students may request to do the course by Open High School (School for Languages), or Distance Education (courses other than languages).

There is a restriction on the number of students who can access this mode of learning. While the standard of the lessons is excellent, students must work independently and can risk falling behind. In order to succeed in Open High School courses, students must be motivated, organized and self disciplined.
Saturday School of Community Languages

Students wishing to study their Community Language may do so through the Saturday School of Community Languages. These courses are run at various centers throughout the metropolitan area, on a Saturday morning. These courses may only be taken by students of specific language background.

They include:

	Arabic

	Italian
	Modern Greek
	Vietnamese
	Croatian



	Chinese
	Japanese
	Serbian
	Korean
	Spanish



	Filipino


	Macedonian


	Turkish
	Dari                                
	Persian

	and some others
	
	


HSC PATHWAYS

Today as the government education system “builds the future”, the HSC offers many alternative paths to learning in an attempt to improve retention rates of students at school beyond compulsory age education and to cater to the changing needs, interests and abilities of our students. Schools have become increasingly responsible for establishing a lifelong integrated approach to education, work and leisure.

At  Bankstown Senior College we offer the following paths. These include :

Full –Time

· Higher School Certificate with ATAR

· Higher School Certificate with NO ATAR

Life Skills

This course will be available subject to consultation with the Principal.


Part – Time

· Higher School Certificate Limited ATAR

· Higher School Certificate with or without ATAR over 3 or more years

ACCUMULATION OF THE HSC

A two-year program of study is the usual method of completing the HSC, however there is flexibility to accumulate the HSC over and up to five years. This period is calculated from the first year the candidate presents for the Higher School Certificate examination. Should a candidate choose to repeat a course in the HSC, it will be the most current exam result that will be considered valid for that candidate.

On completion of the accumulation, all HSC patterns of study requirements must have been met for both the Preliminary and HSC courses. A candidate may accumulate an extension unit course by presenting the 2-unit component in one year and the related extension unit in a subsequent year within the five-year accumulation period. The same procedure applies in the event of a 4-unit course within the five-year accumulation period.

ACCELERATION

Decisions about acceleration of HSC students are for consideration by the Principal within the Board guidelines. Students who accelerate in one or more courses must achieve the required outcomes of the course but in a shorter time frame, ie one or more years in advance of their cohort. Students may undertake Preliminary and / or HSC courses in advance of their usual cohort. Accelerating students are expected to have results in the top 1% of the candidature. Results obtained by the candidate may count towards their Higher School Certificate in advance of their cohort. Accelerated students cannot repeat a HSC course completed in advance of their cohort.

RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING

A student’s prior learning experience, including study in other systems and lifework experience, may exempt the student from certain BOS requirements. Prior learning may be recognised in one of two ways: Advanced Standing or Credit Transfer.

Advanced Standing refers to Prior Learning gained from formal courses comparable in content and outcomes to the Preliminary or HSC courses. Students must demonstrate that their prior experience has enabled them to achieve the outcomes of the particular course from which they are applying for exemption.

Special Advanced Standing procedures apply to Board Developed or Endorsed VET courses. This requires students to demonstrate the elements of a unit of competency or all the learning outcomes for a module. Information about this process can be obtained from the VET Co-Ordinator.

Further information can be obtained form the Board of Studies website at www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au.

Credit Transfer refers to exemption from particular courses where the student has already completed an equivalent course in a recognised post-compulsory institute such as TAFE. Such courses will be recorded as Board Endorsed courses and will be reported without a mark on the Preliminary or HSC. A maximum of six units in the Preliminary pattern of study and four units in the HSC pattern of study may be achieved through credit transfer.

Any student who has documentation to verify any prior learning must submit the original copies to the office for copying and present these at interview to the Principal or Enrolment Officer. The copies will be kept in the student files for referencing as necessary.        

MANDATORY PROGRAMS OF STUDY FOR GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

Crossroads

This is a compulsory course incorporated in the Year 11 curriculum. This course is aimed at promoting the self-esteem, social well being and effective decision-making skills of individual students.

The course focuses on four main areas:

· Managing Your Life

· Managing Your Relationships

· Managing Risk In Your Life – HIV / AIDS

· Managing Risk In Your Life – Drug Education

By providing students with knowledge and understanding, skills and attitudes it seeks to encourage students to adopt a positive set of personal values and motivate them to pursue a healthy, positive lifestyle both while at school and throughout their lives.

HSC - All My Own Work (AMOW)

All students entered for one or more HSC courses with an external examination will be required to have satisfactorily completed HSC: All My Own Work or its equivalent. This requirement excludes students who are only entered for Life Skills courses or Board Endorsed courses although the program would still be available as an option for these students if this was seen as appropriate by their school.

HSC: All My Own Work is a course designed to be delivered flexibly. It is expected that the program will take between 5 and 10 hours to complete, with approximately 1-2 teaching periods per module. It’s intention is to help HSC students to follow the principles and practices of good scholarship. This includes understanding, valuing and using ethical practices when locating and using information as part of their HSC studies.

Students who have completed the program will also know about penalties for cheating and how to avoid malpractice when preparing their work for assessment.

The HSC: All My Own Work consists of five modules:

1. Scholarship Principles and Practices 

2. Acknowledging Sources 

3. Plagiarism 

4. Copyright 

5. Working with others 

The program builds on existing programs in schools and provides flexibility in delivery. It also recognises the rapid growth in information available to students through the internet. Each of the five modules provides some reading, activities and short self-testing quizzes, each of which is organised around five or six focus questions. 

Sport

Sport at the college, in a post-compulsory educational environment, is not a compulsory component of the curriculum at the discretion of the Principal. Students have opportunity to participate in a variety of team sports and recreational activities.

PATTERNS OF STUDY FOR THE HSC

The pattern of study for each candidate must comprise, in Preliminary, at least 12 units and in HSC, 10 units, including:

· At least six units of Board Developed Courses 

· At least 2 units of English

· At least three courses of two unit value or greater ( either Board Developed or Board Endorsed )

· At least four subjects

· You may study no more than six units of science

(In order to qualify for a HSC each student will also study the 25 hours Crossroads Course and AMOW and have met sport requirements.)

A one unit course implies 60 indicative hours of study in Year 11 and / or Year 12. 

A two unit course implies 120 indicative hours of study in each of Year 11 and Year 12 (24 hours in total).

WHAT ARE UNITS?

All courses offered for the HSC have a unit value. Subjects may have a value of 2 unit or 2 units. Most courses are 2 units. Each unit involves class time of approximately 2 hours per week (60 hours per year). In the HSC each unit has a value of 50 marks. Hence a 2 unit course has a value of 100 marks.

A Guide to Units – as a general guide

· 2 Units  = 8 Hours per cycle (120 hours per year) = 100 marks
This is the basic structure for all courses.

· 1 Unit  = 4 Hours per cycle (60 hours per year) = 50 marks

· Extension Course = 1 Unit  = 4 Hours per cycle (60 hours per year) = 50 marks

Extension study is available in a number of subjects. Extension courses build in the content of the 2 unit course and carry an additional value of 1 unit.

Extension courses are available in:

· English

· Mathematics

· History

· Music

· Some Languages, and 

· VET Framework Courses

English and Mathematics Extension Courses are available in Preliminary and HSC levels. Students must study the Preliminary Extension course in these subjects before proceeding to the HSC Extension Courses.

HSC subjects other than English or Mathematics are offered in the HSC (12) year only.

Studies of Religion can be undertaken as either a 1 or 2 unit course.

Board Endorsed Courses can be 1 unit. These courses do not count toward a ATAR.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF THE HSC

If you wish to be awarded the HSC:

· You must have satisfactorily completed courses that meet the pattern of study required by the Board of Studies for the award of the Higher School Certificate. This includes the completion of the practical, oral or project works required for specific courses and the assessment requirements for each course.

· You must have sat for and made a serious attempt at the Higher School Certificate examinations.

· You must study a minimum of 12 unit in the Preliminary course and a minimum of 10 units in the HSC course. Both the Preliminary course and the HSC course must include the following:

· At least 6 units from board Developed courses including at least 2 units in English

· At least three courses of 2 units value or greater

· At least four subjects

· At most 6 units of courses in Science can contribute to Higher School Certificate eligibility.

· The Board of Studies publication, Studying for the New South Wales Higher School Certificate – An Information Booklet for Year 10 Students, contains all the HSC rules and requirements you will need to know.

· If you wish to receive the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), you must study a minimum of 10 Board Developed units in the HSC Course. The booklet, University Entry Requirements Year 10 Booklet published by UAC and available at the end of July, will contain important information about entry to university courses, course prerequisites and other information to assist your choice of HSC courses for study in Years 11 and 12 preparation for university entry.

· If you do not wish to receive a ATAR, the rest of your courses may be made up from Board Endorsed Courses once you have studies six units from Board Developed Courses.

Students must complete the following requirements for the award of both Preliminary and HSC course. A Principal will deem a student to have satisfactorily completed a course when there is sufficient evidence that the student has:

a) followed the course developed or endorsed by the Board and

b) applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course by the school and

c) achieved some or all of the course outcomes.

ATTENDANCE

Students whose absences exceed 15% will be required by the Principal to demonstrate that they are meeting course outcomes. It is the responsibility of the student to demonstrate this. Students at risk of failing to meet the outcomes of any course will receive a warning letter. A student may be deemed unsatisfactory to be meeting course outcomes upon receipt of two warning letters.

For post-compulsory students, the principal may determine an appropriate attendance pattern that will allow the student to achieve the outcomes of each course being studied. Students whose attendance is called into question will be required to prove to the principal’s satisfaction, following a review of their performance, that they are meeting the course completion requirements.

“N” Determinations

If at any time it appears that a student is at risk of being given a “N” (non-completion) Determination in any course the school will have warned a student and advised the parent or guardian in writing (if the student is under 18 years of age) in time for the problem to be corrected. Students who have not complied with the above requirements cannot be regarded as having satisfactorily completed the course. The Principal will then apply the “N” Determination.

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

· The HSC reports will provide you with more detailed descriptions of the knowledge, skills and understanding you have attained in each subject.

· Teachers are being provided with a syllabus package for each course. The packages include the syllabus content which teachers use to develop teaching programs, examination specifications, sample examination papers, sample marking guidelines and a performance scale.

· The syllabuses, along with assessment and examination information and a performance scale that will be used to describe your level of achievement give a clear idea of the standards that are expected.

· The HSC reports will provide a description of your achievements that is similar to the one you will receive in the School Certificate for the tests in English-literacy, Mathematics, Science and Australian History, Geography and Civics.

· School-based assessment tasks will contribute to 50% of your HSC mark. Your school assessment mark will be based on your performance in assessment tasks you have undertaken during the course.

· The other 50% will come from the HSC examination.

· Your HSC mark for 2 unit courses will be reported on a scale of 0 to 100. A mark of 50 will represent the minimum standard expected. If you achieve the minimum standard in a course you will receive a mark of 50. There will be five performance bands above 50 that correspond to different levels of achievement in knowledge, skills and understanding. The band from 90-100 will correspond to the highest level of achievement.

· On satisfactory completion of your HSC you will receive a portfolio containing:

(
The HSC Testamur :

The official certificate confirming your achievement of all requirements for the award.

(
The Record of Achievement :


The document lists the courses you have studied and reports the marks and bands you have achieved.

· Course Reports.

For every HSC Board developed Course you will receive a course Report showing your marks, the Performance Scale and the band descriptions for that course. A graph showing the state-wide distribution of marks in the course is also shown.

THE AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)

The ATAR in brief

Admission to most university courses is based on performance in the HSC. Candidates are ranked in order of merit using the ATAR. When students receive their HSC results from the Board of Studies they will also receive a ATAR Advice Notice issued by the University Admissions Centre (UAC) if they have requested it.

The new name, Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), emphasizes that a common scale is used by all states and territories (except Queensland) to report the ranks of Year 12 students and that the ATAR is a rank, not a mark. Course cut-offs vary from year to year because of the number of places available, the number of applications for those places and the quality of those applicants.

The ATAR is a scale between O and 99.95, which indicates their placing in the state relative to all other candidatures for the HSC. Top scores will receive a rank of 99.95 and all other candidates will be ranged below this number. This means that the top NSW students will receive the same rank as their interstate peers, where the top rank is 99.95. The ATAR will in fact indicate the position of students in relation to their Year 7 group, including those who left school before completing  Year 10.

The ATAR and the Floating Maximum Mark

For the calculation of the ATAR, the subject average is adjusted from the HSC average of 60/100 to 50/100. The scaling procedure modifies the mean, the standard deviation and the maximum mark in a course, using as the criterion, the overall demonstrated academic attainment of the course candidature. Because the maximum mark can be modified, there is no advantage for students to choose what they perceive as an easier course.

In English, students attempting the lower level Standard course will have limited opportunities to develop the skills needed for them to gain marks in Bands 5 and 6 because that syllabus is not designed to cater for the higher levels.

The implication of this is that students should choose subjects that interest them but that are also challenging.

Calculation of the ATAR

The ATAR is based on the aggregate of scaled marks based on exam performance in the best ten units of Board Developed courses comprising:

· 2 units of English

· The next best 8 units

· 3 Board Developed Category A courses of 2 units or greater

· No more than 2 units of Category B subjects can be included

The ATAR may include units accumulated by a candidate over a total time span of five years. If a student repeats a course or part of a course, only the last satisfactory attempt will be used in the calculation of the ATAR.

Limited ATAR

To be eligible for a Limited ATAR in your HSC year you must meet the following criteria:

· Be at least 20 years of age on 20 March of the year in which the candidate presents for the HSC;

· Be taking between 5 and 9 units of Board Developed courses and include at least one unit of English;

· Present for the examinations in the same year.

The implications of the Limited ATAR are that you:

· Do not receive a Higher School Certificate (only a Record of Achievement)

· Do not accumulate your units.

It is not recommended to students at the college to adopt this pattern of study.

Calculation of a Limited ATAR

The Limited ATAR is calculated using scaled marks from Board developed course comprising :

·   At least one unit of English ;

·  The best four  other  units  Category A courses.
·   Between  5 - 9  units  in  total.
The limited ATAR is calculated only for the year in which you sit the HSC courses.


BOARD DEVELOPED COURSES

	Course
	Units
	Prelim/HSC
	ATAR
	Category

	English-Advanced ( with Approval )
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	English-Standard
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	English As Second Language (ESL)
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	English Fundamentals
	2
	Prelim
	No
	A

	General Mathematics
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Mathematics
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Mathematics Extension 1  ( with Approval )
	1
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Mathematics Extension 2  ( with Approval )
	1
	HSC
	Yes
	A

	Ancient History
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Modern History
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Economics
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Business Studies
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Legal Studies
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Society and Culture
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Biology
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Chemistry
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Physics
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Senior Science
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Industrial Technology
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Information Processes and Technology
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Music 1
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Visual Arts
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Arabic Beginners     ( with Approval )
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Arabic Continuers
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Arabic Extension
	1
	HSC
	Yes
	A

	Chinese Background Speakers
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Vietnamese Continuers
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A

	Human  Services
	2
	Both
	Yes
	A



FRAMEWORK  COURSES  (Board Developed) :

(ATAR only available for 240 hr courses where a student sits for the external HSC examination)
	Board Developed Courses
	Units
	Prelim/HSC
	ATAR
	Category

	Business Services–Office Administration (240 hrs)
	   2
	Both
	Yes
	B

	Information Technology (240 hrs)
	   2
	Both
	Yes
	B

	Hospitality – Commercial Cookery  (240 hrs)
	   2
	Both
	Yes
	B

	Construction ( 240 hrs ) 
	   2
	Both
	Yes
	B

	Retail Services (120 hrs / 240 hrs )
	   2
	Either
	Yes with 240 hrs
	B


Please Note : 

1. The Construction course will run pending sufficient enrolments in that course.

2. The Nursing Certificate III Human Services – Aged Care course – enrolments are taken late Term 3 with the course pre-requirements starting in Term 4, the year before Year 11 studies begin.

	Course
	Units
	Prelim/HSC
	ATAR
	Category

	English  Studies
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Applied  Mathematics
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-



(2 units can be taken in Prelim or HSC or both)

	Course
	Units
	Prelim/HSC
	ATAR
	Category

	English  Studies
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Ceramics (CEC)
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Computing Applications
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Exploring Early Childhood
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Photography (CEC)
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Sport, Life & Recreation (CEC)
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-

	Work  Studies
	2
	Prelim and / or HSC
	No
	-


OTHER VOCATIONAL COURSES :

	Course
	    Units
	   Prelim/HSC
	  ATAR
	 Category

	Human Services (Nursing) - Certificate III  Health             

                                                Services Assistance
	2
	Both
	Yes
	-


    TVET  COURSES : Also available by arrangement from the Careers Adviser

BOARD  DEVELOPED  COURSES

	Ancient  History

Board  Developed  Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	The preliminary course is structured to provide students with opportunities to investigate past people, groups, events, institutions, societies and historical sites through analysis of sources and by applying methods used by historians, archaeologists and other related specialists and scholars. Students develop powers of deduction and reasoning to better understand an increasingly complex global society.

The preliminary course includes an Introduction: Investigating the Past – Archaeology and Science, and case studies of well known ancient societies and sites. AN historical investigation is also to be undertaken ( Students research a topic that interests them ).

In the HSC course, students are required to study the Cities of Vesuvius – Pompeii and Herculaneum, an ancient society, a personality and one historical period. Areas of study include Egypt, Near East (Persia, Assyria), Greece and Rome , e.g. New Kingdom Egypt, Hatshepsut, Sparta.

	Biology

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	The Preliminary course incorporates the study of the mechanisms and systems living things use to obtain, transport and use material for their own growth and repair; biotic and abiotic features of the environment and the relationships between and interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem; the evolution of life on Earth; and the effects of global changes that took place during the formation of modern Australia on the diversity of Australian biota.

The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. It examines the processes and structures that plants and animals, especially humans, have developed to maintain a constant internal environment and the way in which the continuity of life is ensured by the inheritance of characteristics from generation to generation. Aspects of Health are also included.

Students develop skills through practical and fieldwork by planning and conducting investigations.

They also develop the key competencies of collecting, analyzing and organizing information and communicating ideas and information. During investigations students will use appropriate information technologies to explore current biological issues developing their problem solving skills.

	Business Studies

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC
	The Preliminary course examines the nature of business, business management and functions, and establishing and planning a business. Students will develop a small business plan which is a vital tool for business.
The HSC course focuses on key business functions including operations, marketing, financial management and human resources. The concepts of business management and change and global business are integrated throughout the course.

	Chemistry

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	Chemistry provides students with a contemporary understanding of the physical and chemical properties of substances and their interactions. Chemistry attempts to provide chemical explanations and to predict events at the atomic and molecular level.

Students investigate natural and made substances, their structures, changes and environmental importance; they learn about the history and philosophy of science as it relates to Chemistry; students work individually and with others in practical, field and interactive media experiences related to chemistry; they undertake experiments and decide between competing theories. They assess the impact of decisions based on an understanding of chemistry on society.

	Economics

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC
	The Preliminary course focuses on the economic behavior of consumers, business and governments and how they are influenced by the operation of markets. Two key markets that are examined in detail include the labour market and the financial market.

The HSC course investigates the impact of the global economy on the Australian economy and the link between economic issues and the management of the Australian economy.

This course develops knowledge and understanding of the global and Australian economy and the analytical, problem solving and communication skills of students.


	
	

	English Advanced

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	This course explores a range of Australian and other texts (including Shakespeare, multi media texts and film) and engages students in wide reading programs. The modes of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and representing are used in integrated study of language and text.

Students undertaking this course cannot study the ESL or Fundamentals of English courses.

The course is in two sections:

· Areas of study (content is in common with the Standard course). Students explore a wide range of texts and text types and ways of responding to and constructing texts. This is 40% of the course.

· Electives, which will further explore, examine and analyse texts and analyse aspects of shaping meaning, and the ways in which texts and contexts shape and are shaped by different contexts and values. This is 60% of the course.


	English Standard

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	This course explores a range of Australian and other texts (including multi media texts and films) and engages students in wide reading programs. The modes of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and representing are used in integrated study of language and text.

Students undertaking this course cannot study the ESL, Advanced or Extension English courses.

The course is in two sections:

· Areas of study (content is in common with the Advanced course). Students explore a wide range of texts and text types and ways of responding to and constructing texts. This is 40% of the course.

· Electives, which will further explore texts and language modes. This is 60% of the course.


	English as a Second Language

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	The Preliminary ESL course is open to any NESB student who has been educated overseas or in Australian using English as the language of instruction for 5 years or less. The 5 years to do not have to have been continuous.

The course has two parts:

· Language study in at least one Area of Study where students explore an idea or process represented in texts. This is 60% of the course.

· Electives, which develop skills to explore ways in which texts, forms, media, contexts or aspects of language and shape meaning. This is 40% of the course.

Students will study a range of Australian and other texts such as, prose fiction, drama, poetry, film and media. They will also read widely; integrating reading, writing, speaking, listening and representing; and study the integration of language and text.

	English Fundamentals

Board Developed Course

2 units in only Preliminary

	This is a 2 unit skills based course (non-examinable) designed to support students in their study of English (Standard or ESL) and their English language demands in the other subjects for the Preliminary and HSC years of study.

A minimum of 3 and a maximum of 5 modules are studied including approaches to the Area of Study in English (compulsory); Oral communication skills; Writing for study; Investigative skills and Workplace communication. The particular needs of the students in the class/es will determine activities and modules chosen.

	Human Services –  Certificate III  in Health Services
Board Developed Course

2  units for each:

· Prelim

· HSC 
ATAR


	This course is delivered within the Bankstown Hospital environment by qualified staff. The course is 360 hours theory and 80 hours of clinical practice over seven terms.

Students may decide to apply for a school based traineeship program (for which they will be paid). 1200 hours of clinical practice will need to be completed, the times for which this to occur will be negotiated for after school, weekends or during the school holidays.




	Industrial Technology – Timber Products and Furniture Industries
Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	This is a practical based course centred around the timber industry and associated products. In undertaking this course students will: 

· Develop knowledge and understanding of safe and co-operative work practices

· Gain competence in designing, managing and communicating within the timber industry
· Develop knowledge and skills in producing quality products.
In Year 12 students will undertake a Major Project that will lead towards 60% of the final HSC mark. The management of this product is to be supported by a folio that fully documents all stages of design and construction of the project.

The main topics in Preliminary include Industry Structural and Technical factors, Environmental and Sociological factors, Personnel issues, Occupational Health and Safety, Designing and Drawing, Computer Applications and Workshop activities. In the HSC course Materials, Processes, Tools and Machinery, Fittings and allied Materials, Finishes, Workplace Communication and workshop activities towards the Major Project will be the focus for Year 12 coursework.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS - Major Project
Students develop a Major Project which they may start at the beginning of their HSC Course. The Major Project contributes 60% of the HSC Assessment component and is assessed by the Board of Studies. Parents may refer to the Stage 6 Industrial Technology syllabus HSC External Examination Specifications for more information about the Major Project. 

	Information Processes and Technology

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	Information Processes and Technology focuses on the processes of collection, organizing, analyzing, transmitting, receiving, storing & retrieving, processing and presentation of data and information in an information technology context. The course involves project work, both individual and in groups. Students will need to be well organized and diligent to complete this project work. The social, ethical and non-computer implications of these processes will be considered.

Who should be doing this course?

Students who intend to pursue a career in the computing industry or undertake training at a tertiary level would find this course useful. It would also suit students who would like to enhance their existing computer skills.

Exclusions:

This course cannot be combined with Computing Applications.

Pre-requisites:

There are no prerequisites for this course but students who do not possess a sound knowledge of application software, eg spreadsheets, databases and graphics, will struggle with this course.

	Legal Studies

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	The Preliminary course develops students’ knowledge and understanding about the nature and social functions of law and law making, the development of Australian and international legal systems, and the specific nature of the Australian constitution, and the role of the individual. This is achieved by investigating, analysing and synthesising legal information and investigating legal issues from a variety of perspectives.

The HSC course investigates criminal law, processes and institutions, the notion of human rights and the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice.  Contemporary examples and issues are investigated through focus studies in Consumer Law and Family Law.  

	General Mathematics 

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	General Mathematics is the course for most students  studying the HSC. It is suitable for students who intend to gain employment, attend TAFE, or who don’t wish to continue formal studies in mathematics at University, and is suitable for students who wish to attend university to study business, humanities and nursing.

General Mathematics builds skills and knowledge in areas of mathematics that are used in everyday activities. The topic areas are:

· Financial Mathematics

· Data Analysis

· Measurement

· Probability

· Algebraic Modelling

Pre-requisites:

A CALCULATOR is ESSENTIAL for this course. There is a $25 subject fee for this course. Students should have studied Mathematics at School Certificate level (grade A10 toC5) with Trigonometry, or have the equivalent skills and knowledge.

Exclusions:

Students may not study any other Mathematics course while studying General Mathematics.

	Mathematics

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	This course is aimed for students who have a solid understanding and competence in Mathematics. Students are expected to have good algebraic and trigonometric skills. Students study calculus in the HSC year.

The course is a sufficient basis for further studies in mathematics as a minor discipline at tertiary level in courses such as life sciences or commerce.

Pre-requisites:
A CALCULATOR is ESSENTIAL for this course. There is a $25 subject fee for this course.
Students should have Mathematics at School Certificate level (grade A or B ), or, have the equivalent skills and knowledge.  

	Mathematics

Extension 1

Board Developed Course

1 unit  for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC
· 4 hours per fortnight

	This course includes the entire Mathematics course and is designed for students who have a very high ability and interest in Mathematics, and who intend to study mathematics at university or, who require substantial mathematics at a tertiary level, for example in the physical sciences, computer science or engineering.

Co-requisites:

Students studying Mathematics Extension 1 will also be studying Mathematics.

Pre-requisites:
A CALCULATOR is ESSENTIAL for this course.

Students must have studied or have the skills and knowledge in Mathematics at School Certificate level (grade A or B), or, the 8 compulsory units of the CGVE at Distinction  level.


	Mathematics 

Extension 2

Board Developed Course

1 additional unit for:

· HSC only

· 4 hours per fortnight


	Only students of outstanding mathematical ability will be offered the opportunity to undertake the Mathematics Extension 2 course in the HSC year. It is not a pre-requisite for any tertiary courses and is only suitable for students with exceptional talent and love of Mathematics.

Co-requisites:

Students will be studying HSC Mathematics and Mathematics Extension 1.

Pre-requisites:

Students must have studied and been successful enough at Preliminary Mathematics Extension 1 to be invited to study this course.

	Modern History

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	The Preliminary course is structured to provide students with opportunities to investigate key features, individuals, groups, events, concepts and historiographical issues in a range of historical contexts as background for their HSC studies.

The Preliminary course includes a core study – The World at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century as well as two case studies. Students will also undertake a historical investigation.               ( Students research a Modern History Topic which interests them ).

In the HSC course, students are required to study World War I 1914 – 1918, as well as one National study, a personality in the twentieth century and an International study in Peace and Conflict, e.g. Germany (1915-1939), Leni Rietenstahl, the Cold War. This is a good introduction to the world of work and informed citizenship.

	Music 1

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC

	In this course you can choose to study music from a wide range of musical styles such as R&B, rap, rock, reggae or music from movies. Singing, learning a musical instrument, composing, listening and using the latest music technology are all important skills taught in this course.

All you need to study music is an interest in music. You don’t have to play a musical instrument to begin the Preliminary course but you do have to be prepared to learn an instrument or how to sing for the HSC.

Apart from being fun, music is known to develop you in areas such as problem solving, team work and organizational skills or even improve your memory.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS  - Practical examinations & submitted works

Practical examinations for the music course are held towards the end of Term 3. In addition, submitted works (compositions) are due before the end of Term 3. The Board of Studies has information on submission dates. 

	Personal Development Health and Physical Education

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	The aim of PDHPE at Stage 6 is to develop in each student a capacity to think critically about key issues related to health and physical activity in order to make informed decisions that support and contribute to healthy, active lifestyles and communities.

The Preliminary course will cover topics including Better Health for Individuals, the Body in Motion and First Aid.

The HSC course covers topics including the Health Priorities of Australia and Factors Affect Performance.

The majority of the course is theory based with only few practical sessions to clarify knowledge and understanding.

	Physics

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	This course is designed for inquisitive students who want to know why things happen and how to explain them.

The Preliminary course incorporates the study of kinematics and dynamics; the properties of waves; electrical energy, electric and magnetic fields, the universe; and the interaction between energy and matter that brought about the formation of the Earth.

The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. It examines the effects of gravitational fields, space and communication, momentum, projectile and circular motion, motors and generators, and the development of our understanding of the macro and atomic world throughout the Twentieth Century.

Current issues, research and development and applications of science are developed. Practical experiences are a key feature of the course. Students develop skills in planning and conducting investigations, communicating ideas and problem solving techniques.


	Senior Science

Board Developed Course

2 units:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	The Preliminary course incorporates the study of some aspects of human anatomy and discusses issues associated with the protection of the body in the workplace; the interactions between organisms in local ecosystems; the collection, storage and conservation of water resources; and the structure and function of plants with an emphasis on Australian native plants.

The HSC course examines the range and importance of biological molecules found in humans and other organisms; the physical and chemical properties of chemicals used by people on and in their bodies; the structure and function of organs of the human body and the physical features of these organs that can be detected by medical technology. Students also examine information systems related to communication.

Current issues, research and development and applications of science are developed. Practical experiences are a key feature of the course. Students develop skills in planning and conducting investigations, communicating ideas and problem solving techniques.

	Society and Culture

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Prelim

· HSC


	The aim of Society and Culture Stage 6 is to develop a student’s knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes essential to achieving social and cultural literacy by examining the interactions between persons, societies, cultures and environments across time.
In Year 11, there are 3 main parts to the course:
· The Social and Cultural World 20%

· Personal and Social Identity 40%

· Intercultural Communication 40%

Year 12 comprises of a compulsory core study, Continuity and Change (20%). There are also 2 depth studies worth 20% each and a Personal Interest Project worth 40%.



	Visual Arts

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Prelim

· HSC


	Visual Arts involves students in the practices of art making, art criticism and art history. Students develop their own artworks culminating in a ‘body of work’ in the HSC course that reflects students’ knowledge and understanding about the practice and which demonstrates their ability to resolve a conceptually strong work. Students critically investigate works, critics, historians and artists from Australia as well as those from other cultures, traditions and times.

The Preliminary course is broad, while the HSC course provides for deeper, increasingly more independent investigations.

While the course builds on Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with more limited experience in Visual Arts.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS - Artmaking component : Body of Work
Students are required to submit a body of work in one or more of the expressive forms (drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic design, photography, digital media, sculpture, ceramics, textile and fibre, designed objects and environments, film, video, digital animation, documented forms, performance works and interactives). The body of the work is worth 50% of the total HSC Course mark. It is externally assessed and it is submitted to the Board of Studies by early September. Refer to the Board of Studies for further information on submission dates. The development of the body of work is included in the school’s internal assessment program. Parents can refer to the Stage 6 Visual Arts.

	Arabic  Beginners

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Preliminary

· HSC


	The Preliminary and HSC courses have their organizational focus on prescribed topics: “The Personal World” and the ‘Arabic speaking communities’. Students engage themselves in a wide range of learning activities involving speaking, listening, reading and writing.

The Preliminary course has outcomes as its organizational focus. Topics provide contexts in which students develop their communication skills in Arabic and their knowledge and understanding of language and culture.

The HSC course students will extend and refine their communication skills in Arabic in contexts defined by topics, and will gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of language and culture.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS 

Speaking examinations are held prior to the main examination period. Listening examinations are part of the written examination held during the main HSC examination period. The Board of Studies has further information.



	Arabic Continuers

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Prelim

· HSC


	The Preliminary and HSC courses have as their organizational focuses themes and associated topics. The student’s skills in, and knowledge of Arabic will be developed through tasks associated with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the themes and topics. The student will also gain an insight into the culture and language of Arabic-speaking communities through the study of a range of texts.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS 

Speaking examinations are held prior to the main examination period. Listening examinations are part of the written examination held during the main HSC examination period. The Board of Studies has further information.




	Chinese for Background Speakers

Board Developed Course

2 units for each:

· Prelim

· HSC

	The Preliminary and HSC courses have their organizational focus on four prescribed themes and associated contemporary issues: “The individual and the Society”, “Youth Culture”, “Chinese Communities Overseas” and “Global Issues”. Students engage themselves in a wide range of learning activities involving speaking, listening, reading and writing. They also gain insights into the cultural practices of the Chinese-speaking communities as well as reflect upon their own identity as migrants in Australia through studying the themes.

In the Preliminary course, students develop their knowledge and understanding of the prescribed themes and contemporary issues through the study of a variety of texts. In the HSC course, students enrich their knowledge and understanding of the prescribed themes and contemporary issues through the study of prescribed texts.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS 

There is no external statewide speaking examination. The listening examination is part of the written examination and is held in the main HSC examination period. The Board of Studies has further information. 

	Vietnamese Continuers

Board Developed Course

2 units  for  each:

· Prelim

· HSC
	The Preliminary and HSC courses have as their organizational focuses themes and associated topics. Student’s skills in, and knowledge and understanding of Vietnamese will be developed through tasks associated with a range of texts and text types that reflect the themes and topics. The student will also gain an insight into the culture and language of Vietnamese – speaking communities through the study of a range of texts. The HSC course focuses on the three prescribed themes and associated topics. Students will gain a broader and deeper understanding of Vietnamese and will extend and refine their communication skills in the language. As they expand the range of tasks, texts and text types studied, students’ knowledge and understanding of the culture and language of Vietnamese speaking communities will develop further.

MAJOR WORKS AND PROJECTS 

Speaking examinations are held prior to the main examination period. Listening examinations are part of the written examination held during the main HSC examination period. The Board of Studies has further information.




VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING COURSES

These curriculum frameworks include courses which are accredited for the HSC and provide students with the opportunity to obtain nationally recognised vocational qualifications. This is known as dual accreditation.

HSC COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 2013      SOUTH WESTERN SYDNEY REGION    

Registered Training Organisation 90072                                                                                                                                     
	Course: Business Services BSB 20107  (240 indicative hours)                                  
                 4 Preliminary and/or HSC units in total

Board Developed Course                                                                            Category B status for Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

	This curriculum framework includes courses which are accredited for the HSC and provides students with the opportunity to obtain nationally recognised vocational qualifications. This is known as dual accreditation. Students who are assessed as competent in the units listed will be eligible for Certificate II in Business BSB20107.

	BSB20107 Certificate II in Business 

Units of Competency

Core

BSBOHS201A
Participate in OHS processes 

Electives 

BSBCMM201A
Communicate in the workplace

BSBCUS201A
Deliver a service to customers

BSBIND201A
Work effectively in a business environment

BSBINM201A
Process and maintain workplace information

BSBSUS201A
Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices

BSBWOR202A
Organise and complete daily work activities

BSBWOR203A
Work effectively with others

BSBWOR204A
Use business technology
	BSBINM202A          Handle mail

BSBITU201A           Produce simple word processed documents

BSBCMN214A        Create and use spreadsheets

Additional units required to attain a HSC credential in this course

BSBITU203A          Communicate electronically

BSBADM311A
Maintain Business resources

BSBITU102A          Develop keyboard skills

	Students may apply for Recognition of Prior Learning provided suitable evidence is submitted.


	Employability Skills

There are eight Employability Skills: communication, teamwork, problem solving, initiative and enterprise, planning and organising, self-management, learning and technology.  A summary of the employability skills developed through this qualification can be downloaded from http://employabilityskills.training.com.au
Pathways to Industry

Skills gained in this industry transfer to other occupations. Working in the business services industry involves

	· customer (client) service

· organising information and records in both paper and electronic forms
	· teamwork 

· using technologies 

· creating documents

	Examples of occupations in the business services industry:    


	· office manager

· personnel clerk

· project manager

	· sales clerk/officer

· secretary

	· manager/owner of a small business

· payroll clerk/officer personal assistant


	Mandatory Course Requirements

Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours work placement.

Students who do not meet these requirements will be `N` determined as required by the Board of Studies.


	Competency- Based  Assessment

Students in this course work to develop the competencies, skills and knowledge described by each unit of competency listed above.  To be assessed as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified assessor that they can effectively carry out tasks to industry standard.  Students will be progressively assessed as ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ in individual units of competency.  When a student achieves a unit of competency it is signed off by the assessor.

Appeals   Students may lodge an appeal about assessment decisions through their VET teacher.

External Assessment (optional HSC examination)

The Higher School Certificate examination for Business Services (240 indicative hours) will involve a written examination consisting of multiple-choice items, short answers and extended response items. The questions will be based on units of competency and HSC Requirements and Advice detailed in the syllabus. The examination is independent of the competency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on the eligibility of a student to receive a vocational qualification but may be used in the calculation of the ATAR

	Course Costs:   Resources $                                Consumables $                                                 Other $                           
               Refund Arrangements on a pro-rata basis
                                                       A school-based traineeship is available in this course, for more information: http://www.sbatinnsw.info/

	                SOUTH WESTERN SYDNEY REGION    
Registered Training Organisation 90072 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 2013

This may change due to Training Package and Board of Studies updates.Notification of variations will be made in due time.



There are eight Employability Skills: communication, teamwork, problem solving, initiative and enterprise, planning and organising, self-management, learning and technology.  A summary of the employability skills developed through this qualification can be downloaded from http://employabilityskills.training.com.au

	
	Pathways to Industry


	Working in the retail industry involves:

· customer service 

· stock control

	· teamwork
· designing and creating displays

· using cash registers, scanners, computers, telephones

	Example of occupations in the retail industry:


	· buyer

· customer service assistant

· stock controller

· department manager
	· human resource manager

· marketing manager

· visual merchandise

· merchandise
	· sales manager

· small business owner/manager

· manager/owner of a small business

· sales person

	Mandatory Course Requirements

Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours work placement.

Students who do not meet these requirements will be `N` determined as required by the Board of Studies.

	Competency-Based Assessment
Students in this course work to develop the competencies, skills and knowledge described by each unit of competency listed above. To be assessed as competent a student must demonstrate to a qualified assessor that they can effectively carry out tasks to industry standards.  Students will be progressively assessed as ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ in individual units of competency. When a student achieves a unit of competency it is signed off by the assessor. 

Appeals Students may lodge an appeal about assessment decisions through their VET teacher.
External Assessment (optional HSC examination)
The Higher School Certificate examination for Retail (240 indicative hours) will involve a written examination consisting of multiple-choice items, short answers and extended response items.
The questions will be based on units of competency and HSC Requirements and Advice detailed in the syllabus. The examination is independent of the competency-based assessment undertaken during the course and has no impact on the eligibility of a student to receive a vocational qualification but may be used in the calculation of the ATAR.

	Course costs:  Resources $                  Consumables $                    Other $  

         Refund Arrangements on a pro-rata basis

	A school-based traineeship is available on this course, for more information: http://www.sbatinnsw.info/ 


	


BOARD ENDORSED COURSES               

	English  Studies

Board  Endorsed  Course

2 units / 3 – 5 modules for each :

· Prelim

· HSC 
NON ATAR


	This course provides students with the opportunity to become more confident and effective communicators and enjoy a breadth and variety of texts in English.

Students explore the ideas, values, language forms, features and structures of texts in a range of personal, social, cultural and workplace contexts.

Students undertaking this course will become thoughtful, imaginative and effective communicators in a diverse and changing society.

Students will study:

· A wide range of texts

· At least one substantial print and multi – modal text

This course is not examined externally. Results are not eligible for inclusion in the calculation of the ATAR.



	Mathematics, Applied    
Board  Endorsed  Course

2 units  :

· Prelim

· HSC 
NON ATAR


	This course provides students with the opportunity to explore Mathematics concepts and become more confident and effective participants in the world applying these skills.

Students explore various ways in which to apply formulas in the context of the wider world and in a range of personal, social, cultural and workplace situations.

This course is not examined externally. Results are not eligible for inclusion in the calculation of the ATAR.


CONTENT ENDORSED COURSES
	Ceramics

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Preliminary and/or HSC

NON ATAR
	Ceramics is the art and technology of forming, firing and glazing clay to make a wide variety of products ranging from building materials to ceramic ware such as plates, bowls and drinking vessels, jewellery, sculpture and decorative wall surfaces.

This course in Ceramics enables students to develop:-

An understanding of ceramic processes and practices and the ways in which these can be used in making a range of products.

A critical appreciation of the aesthetic, expressive and utilitarian qualities of ceramic forms in contemporary and past societies.

	Computing Applications

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Preliminary and/or HSC 

NON ATAR
	Computing Applications is an entry-level course designed to develop skills in the use of computer technology through practical experience in a range of application software. Students will also examine the impact of these applications in the workplace and on society.

The applications studied may include word-processing, basic keyboard skills, databases, spreadsheets, various graphics packages and internet applications.

Exclusions:

Students undertaking this course may not study Information Technology, Information

 Processes and Technology.

	Exploring Early Childhood

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Prelim AND/OR HSC 

NON ATAR
	The Exploring Early Childhood Content Endorsed course provides students with an overview of development and related issues within an early childhood context. It provides the opportunity to consider a range of issues in relation to the individual student, their family and the community. As well as reflecting on the personal relevance of childhood issues, students are encouraged to consider the implications for future interactions with children, be these a parent, friend, carer or educator.

	Photography

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Prelim AND/OR HSC 

NON ATAR
	This course in Photography will allow students to:

Increase visual awareness of their environment and the way photographic representations can be created from this to communicate ideas and feelings; develop an understanding of the methods photographers use to build meanings; develop skills through the acquisition of the techniques of photograph; use photography as a means of visual communications and a process to aid observation and analysis; gain an understanding of careers involving photography.

Students will focus on digital imagery techniques for 2012.

	Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation Studies

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Prelim AND/OR HSC 

NON ATAR
	The Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation Content Endorsed course develops in each student the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to adopt active and health- promoting lifestyles.    

Modules covered in this 2 year course include First Aid and Sports Injuries, Fitness, Healthy Lifestyles, Individual Games and Sports Applications, Resistance Training and Games and Sports Applications I & II.

	Visual  Design

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:  Prelim AND/OR HSC
NON ATAR
	Visual Design Stage6 is designed to enable students to explore designed images, objects and environments which communicate ideas about our world and ourselves. This course explores the use of visual conventions to define and build social identity. Students will develop independence in their representation of ideas and technical accomplishment in fields of design such as graphics, wearables, interior/exterior environments, ceramics, drawing and photography.

	Work  Studies

Content Endorsed Course

2 units:

Prelim AND/OR HSC 

NON ATAR
	Work Studies provides students with opportunities that enable them to recognise the links between education, training, work and lifestyle, and the economic and social factors that affect work opportunities. It develops students' skills in accessing work-related information, presenting themselves to potential employers, and functioning effectively in the workplace.

This course has a practical orientation and students may participate in work experience and work related activities inside and outside the classroom. The course is not examined externally and results are not eligible for inclusion in the calculation of an ATAR.


    COLLEGE FEES 

    GENERAL
	ENROLMENT
	YEARLY FEE

	Full time College contribution (Year 11 & 12)
	$100.00

	Full time College contribution (EFS & Year 10)
	$100.00

	Part Time College Contribution (per subject)
	$40.00

	Textbook deposit – refundable upon return of textbooks
	$60.00

	Enrolment confirmation (includes $60.00 textbook deposit)
	$100.00


    Please Note: 1. The payment of college fees includes a copy of the Bankstown Senior College Yearbook for all students.

COURSE FEES

	SUBJECT
	YEARLY FEE

	Biology
	$25.00

	Business Services – Office Administration (240 hours)    (VET )
	$25.00

	Ceramics
	$45.00

	Chemistry
	$25.00

	Computing Applications
	$55.00

	Construction  (VET )
	$85.00 (Plus projects)

	Industrial Technology
	$55.00

	Hospitality Kitchen Operations       (VET )
Uniform / Toolkit deposit
	$105.00

$105.00

	Industrial Technology
	$45.00 (Plus projects)

	Information Technology (240 hours)      (VET )
	$55.00

	Information Processes and Technology
	$55.00

	Mathematics, Mathematics General & Applied Mathematics
	$25.00

	Music 1
	$30.00

	Nursing (Year 11 only – First Aid Certificate)
	$105.00

	Photography
	$55.00

	Retail      (VET )
	$25.00

	Senior Science
	$25.00

	Physics
	$25.00

	Visual Arts
	$50.00


Students who leave during the year or who change subjects may apply for a refund of course fees as follows:

           Term1
75%

Term 2
50%

Term 3
25%

Term 4
Nil

GLOSSARY

	Assessments
	Schools provide an assessment of students’ achievements in each course. Assessments measure performance in the whole course but do not take into account interests attitudes or conduct.

	ATAR

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
	Provided for all students by application from the University Admissions Centre. The Tertiary Admission Rank is usually based on 10 units of Board Developed Courses including at least 2 units in English. It is used by tertiary institutions to rank students applying for further study.

	BDC
	Board Developed Courses are developed by the Board of Studies (BOS). They are externally examined at the Higher School Certificate examination (HSC). A list of these appears on the BOS Entry Form.

	BEC
	Board Endorsed Courses are developed and administered by schools and /or colleges. The Board does not set external examinations for these courses.

	CEC
	Content Endorsed Courses. These are developed by the Board and have a syllabus. The Board does not set external exams for these courses.

	Category A/B
	Technical Committee on Scaling declares some courses “Category B” while the rest are “Category A”. Only 2 units of Category B can be counted towards the ATAR.

	Components and Weightings
	For each course the Board of Studies produces a syllabus, a statement of course rules, an Assessment Guide and a list of prescribed texts, works and projects (where applicable). Copies are provided to school and college libraries and are also placed on the Board website to enable easy access by students’ parents and other interested persons. In the Assessment Guide for each course the syllabus objectives have been divided into groups called components. The importance of each component relative to the whole course is indicated by a weighting expressed in percentage form.

	Courses
	Courses are of 3 types – Board Developed Courses, Board Endorsed Courses, i.e. Other Endorsed Studies Courses which include Content Endorsed Courses and Joint Secondary Schools/TAFE courses.

	HSC
	A course studied in Year 12 or when a student has met Preliminary Course requirements.

	TAFE Delivered / VET Courses
	These are courses that can be studied at TAFE or at the College, which are included for the HSC. There are two types of courses. They are either Board Developed or Board Endorsed Courses. Only one of the Board Developed Course Category B VET can count towards the ATAR. Board Endorsed Courses do not count towards the ATAR.

	Moderation of Assessments
	A school’s spread of marks in the external examination forms a pattern which is used to adjust the student’s assessment marks. This adjustment is called moderation and it ensures that a student’s assessment marks in any course can be compared to those marks gained by students at other schools in the state. The order of merit of the students within its school and the relative differences between them will be retained throughout this process. The moderated assessment mark appears on the result notice next to the external examination mark.

	Pathways / Accumulation
	Alternative patterns of study that can be followed to attain the HSC. This may take a number of years and is also known as Accumulation of the HSC.

	Preliminary
	A course studied in Year 11 when School Certificate requirements have been met.

	Program
	The general name given to an area of study that may have more than one course.

	Tertiary
	Any further education pursued after secondary school.

	Unit
	Each course is divided into units of study. The number of units is based on the amount of school time spent studying the course.

One unit – A course of study that requires 2 x 60 minutes teaching time.

Two unit – A course that requires 4 x 60 minutes teaching time.

Extension unit – one additional unit equal to 2 x 60 minutes teaching times.

	Unit Value
	1 unit of study is equivalent to a possible 50 marks.
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